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Lafayette 'Tlie Gondoliers.'
Columbia "A Man with a Past."
Grand High-clas- s vaudeville.
Lyceum New York Burlcstiutrs.

v Things are happening very nicely at the
theaters at prestnt. Business is good, the
V eather has for weeks been all that oould
have neon desired; the performances have
been singularly fortunate iu giving satis
faction, and the performers and managers
are correspondingly pleased.

Each of the stock companies, dramitic
nnd operatic, have made planB extending
Bcveral weeks ahead. At the Columbia
the immediate future holds out ''A Man
with a Past," which was given at the
Garrick, New York, two years ago; "Peace-
ful Valley," the most successful of all Sol
Smith Russell's plays; a new comedy by
the Paultons, who Wrote "Niobe" and
'Ermlnle," and a comedy of manners aud

dress, "Beau Hickman," by Willard
of this city. Hickman was an actual

character about Washington fifty years
ago, nml Mr Holcomb has dramatized him
in a way which all those who have been
favored with a glance at the manuscript
prohouuee admirable. For "Peaceful Va-
lley" ilr. Russell lias loaned the entire pro-

duction of scenery, furniture and costumes.
"William Boag will play Hosea Howe, and
lie will receive all Mr. Russell's buslniss
from his own prompt book. Other plays
under consideration include a couple which
Marcus Mayer has seen in London, and
Bends to this country esiecially for the Co-

lumbia Stock.
The Castle Square Company's repertoire

Is fraught with a number of especially good
pr6tulses. After "The Gondoliers" we arc
to have "Wang," with several of the
company whichhasmadetheoperapopular
ontheroadfor six yeats.andallthe scenery
and costumes. This will be followed by a
week of Balfe's "Bohemian Girl" and then
we have the charming double bill, "Ca V-
aleria Rusticana" and "H. M. S. Pinafore "
This carries us through June. Next month
will perhaps give us "Clover," "Pirates
of Penzance," one of the best of the Gilbert
and Sullivan operas, "The King's Fool,"
and Verdi's "Aida," for which the com-
pany has a magnificent production.

Tomorrow Is Flag Day. What has that
l?t to do with the theaters? Well, the
enterprising "Square" people have a way
or letting iio opportunities escape them, so
tomorrow night there Is going to be "a
little goings-on- " at the Lafayette. The
company will sing Berliner's "Columbian
Anthem," with solos by the tenor and the
toprAno. and to every lady who attends
ivlll be given as a souvenir a handsome copy
of ttie wonls aud music of the song. If
this reckless enterprise keeps up "every
day '11 be souvenir day at the Lafayette

and the only way to attract
attention will be to advertise in bold
letters ".Special! Extraordinary Excep-
tion! This time only! No Souvenirs at the
Lafayette tonight!"

Why eternally harp on thenbsenceof suc-
cessors to the prominent personages of the
profession? Hillary Bell, a dramatic writer
of entertaining qualities and a critic of
Just aud scholarly judgment, last week let
forth a wail oa the deplorableoutlook ahead
In stageland; that the present held

promise of a future continuance of
the living standard of excellence in various
branchesof stage expression. Who, heasks,
lias risen to succeed Booth? Where will we
find another Jefferson or Florence? What
isto become of comic opera when Lillian
Rtisspll loses the bloom of youth? Who
shall reincarnate the spirit of the true
comedienne when May Irwin retires?
"Where, he wants to know, are the players
ready and capable of stepping into their
Bhoes?

In the first place the question of succes-
sion is only asked by those who have a mis-
conception or the state of affairs. The
drama is not an hereditary aristocracy.
Quite the opposite state of affairs exists.
It is not the copyists and the reproducers
ofthose who have gone before that achieve
eminence An Imitation of Booth, Jeffer-eo- u,

riorcnce, Kenan, Anderson, Russell and
Irwin would be regarded firstly and only
as a bit or cleverness, not at all as the evi-
dence of the Inheritance of these, people's
genius But perhaps Mr. Bell asks ids ques-
tions in a broader sense, and he may be
answered as well that actors who create
new ptylcs of expression aie the present
regents always. To whom, for Instance, is
"May Irwin successor? In whose shoes does
Lillian Russell stand? Who was predeces-- .
or as comedienne to Ada Rhehan? It is

only when au actor eclipses the memory of
his precursors that he is worthy of con-
sideration as, relatively, a successor.

However, Mr. Bell has no piesent reason
to feel so blue. There 'is an old saw:
"Never trouble tiouble till iiouble troubles
you." He still has most or his pets ivith
lilm- - Another proverb may give consola-
tion to his apprehension: "Necessity Is the
mother of Invention" "When these pres-
ent players have strutted their hour, the
necessity cr filing the theaters will bring
other actors quite as piomlnent and as
well beloved of their day and generation.

All this granting a slate of affairs war-
ranting Mr. Bell's sad futuilty. But we
can't grant it. May Irwin Ib young" and
fresh, though a trifle fat, and in the child-
hood of her stellar caiecr. Lillian Russell
lb merely beauty linked to
a mediocre voice The twinship of these
rwo natural gifts will not d'e with her
passing Those who Ttave seen Sol Smith
"Russell's Dr. Pangloss and Bob Acres
have no qualms about Jefferson's mantle,
And Mr. Russell is, moreover, buying new
plays aud paying good salaries to the

of his art-- While Nat
Goodwin remains to tickle our fancy, the
smiling public has small time to make long
faces over Florence's absence. As for
Booth, his spirit lives in half a dozen
youthful ambitions. There arc two men,
American by birth, training and career,
Jgtp arts recognized as worthy bearers of

( the standard or clastic tragedy, if they do
not reiiect the effulgence entire of Booth s
genius. They are Otis Skinner and Walker
Whiteside. Both men aie admirable trage-
dians, scholarly, earnest and patient. Skin
ner's Hamlet and hisShylock areexQuisite
Iu romantic roles he Is unapproachable
Whiteside is f mpiesslve in anythng he under-

takes. These two actors are not welcome
in New York, and Mr Bell piobably things
they do not cixst

He might perhaps tell us to whom Is
Mrs. Fiske a .successor? To whom Duse,
Chevalier, Irving? Real genius, to be per-

manent, must be creative. Nothing imi-

tative Is ever immortal. At allevents, this
question of succession In any branch of art
la always more or less superficial. Who,
for Instance, Is Michael Angelo's successor?
Who Dante's, who Cervantes', who Raph-

ael's, who Phidias'? Yet architecture,
poetry.RaUre.rndntlngandsculptureflGuriSih
as never before. There Is plenty of latent
genius.

But Mr. Bell probably wrote his pessi-

mistic preamble 6lmply as an introduction
to his witty conclusion. It tells its own
story: "A new school of arthas sprung up
In pugllUm. Thla is a particular style of
acting cot yet classified. The Press has
Intently considered Robert Fitzslmmons on
the stage of the Star Theater without ar-

riving at any definite conclusion whether
he 6hould be set down as a tragedian, a
comodlan, a problem or a farcist. His head
is humorous, his carriage is emotional, his
legs are melodramatic, his torso is a
classic, hla technique Is problematic, nls
expression is Ibsenlstlc, his gestures are
classic, his technique Is problematic, his
"naturalistic, his back is pastoral, his rront
is ferocious, his right fist is an epic,
his left a trngedy During his entiie per-

formance bespeaks no word, yet how elo-

quent is his silence! He plays a thinking
part and meditates at a pressure of a
thousand pounds to the square foot. He is

the hero of a dumb drama In which a
punching ball is the villain. With some
sense of climax, too, for at the end of his
act he executes such a terrific thrust that
the bail shrieks through the air and falls
helpless in the gallery. We have never
seen a stronger stroke of acting than that
in the finest tragedy, and ff this journal
had the talents possessed by Alice Shaw we
would join the gods in whistling tumult-
ously over It. Speaking generally, we
should class Mr. Fitzslmmons among the
pantomimlsts, yet he Las qualities not de-

clared by tho Martlnettis or Filar-Mori-

Speechless he Is, yetcyclpnic in eloquence,
like "The Battle of the Baltic,"

With silence deep as death,
When the boldest held his breath

For a time.
Wo have never seen a player say so little
and do so much. Robert Fitzslmmons is

the truest exponentof the modern system of
acting "known as reserve force. He is the
most striking actor of these times. It may
be that the future of our stage depends on
Mr. Fitzslmmons."

Among the new players whom the man-

agement of the Columbia Stock Company
has introduced to Washington this sum-

mer, not one has made himself more pop-
ular on short notice than James 0. Bar-

rows. This player is an artist In all re-

spects. Helms tempcramentaud technique,
talent, and gift of expression. Many pa-

trons go weekly just to see whafjimmie"
Barrows is doing, whatnewmakc-u- p hehas
matched from his mysterious trunk, and
his magic make-u- p box; what new char
aeter he has grafted on lib? flexible self

Mr. Barrows has been on the stage a
quarter of u century; of how good an
actor he Is we have nightly evidence; yet
only those conversant with contemporary
stage history know what has been his
careor. This is not because thers does
not exist an Interest In his professional
achievements; it is simply Mr. Barrows'
modesty in the presence of the press.
The only time he has stage fright Is in
the presence of a question on the tip or
the interviewer's tongue. But he's not
quick to penetrate in others the disguise
he assumes so skillfully himself, and it was
simply no trouble at allto worret the whole
matter of his doings and his thinkings outof
him under the guise of a plausible fiction.

It all took place in his quiet chambers
near Franklin Park, where he studies
and recreates, "far from the maddening
crowd," as he expressed it with implied
credit to the man who first thought up
that now famous line.

The stock company has a strong San
Francisco contingent. Miss Grey, Miss
Evelynne and Miss Scott are from the Pa
cine metropolis, and Mr. Barrows com-

pletes a quartet from the coast of the
peaceful sea, He- - had a yearning for tho
stage from those early high school days,
when he recittd "The Vagabonds" ou
every possible show occasion. One day he
confided hid hopes for stage life to the
principal, and, though that worthy gen-

tleman had no acquaintance with John
McCullough, he gave Jimmy a letter of in-

troduction to the tracedlan. By his own
admission, it took him four days to de-

liver that letter. It wasn't that the dis-

tance was great, or that they didn't have
bicyclesin those days, or thathe Wasshort
on carfare. It was timidity. That native
brand which was so weak a factor in the
composition of. .Major Gaibyrd, and so
strong an clement in the get-u- p of Peter
.Amos Dunn. He hung about the theater
and let the tragedian pass him a couple
of times a day. Finally he struck in and
delivered the document, "which he hoped
would be his open sesame. McCullough
read the letter, hemmed a couple of times,
looked the slender boy (Jimmy was a
stripling then) over and said he would ad-
vise him to wait. It was cold comfort, but
there's a streak of common sense in Mr,.
Barrows, then Master Barrows, aet. 16,
and he went back again to recite "The
Vagabonds" to visitors at the high school.

The old yearning wouldn't down, how
ever, and lie made an effort two yean I

afterward. He was given apart in "The
Lion of St. Marks." But to1 permit him
to tell his own htory: "You have no idea
how proud I was, with the pride that
goeth before a fall. The fall came ou
the very first night. Father aud mother
and all my friends were in front. I
played the second spy to the Doge. Tho
stage manager gave me two covers and a
sheet of paper bound therein. On that
sheet was written 'Gallicno Fallen, on
a Spanish vessel.' That was my part in
entirety. After seven days' of hard study
I thought I had thoscslx words well mem-
orized. I appeared in the seciet cham-

ber of the. Dodge, and he turned on
me with the real Venetian Dogelsh virility
and half snarled, and hair shouted to his
poor second spy: 'Who did thedeed?' That's
where I was to say: 'Gallleno Faheri.on
a Spanish vessel.' But I didn't. I couldn't
any more have said that than to have re-

cited 'Peter Piper' without tripping. My
worthy companion, au r, playing
first spy, spoke the line. In Tact, he made
my debut for me, and I went to my dressing--

room to cry it out.
"I" remained in 'Frisco stock companies

for ten years. I suppose in that time
I played at least 400 parts. David Belasio
and Clay Greene, the dramatists; Hen Teal,
the stage manager; Mrn, Adams and her
(then) little girl, Maude Adams: Annie and
Minnie PIxley nnd inyseir, were all boys
and girls together then. That was In tho
seventies. Since then I have played m
The Professor,' 'Widow Bedott,' "The

Rajah,' with Aimee, for a year; then ba:k
to California for two years; at the Lyceum,
in New York; createdrolcsiu 'Shenandoah,'
The Gl rl I Left Bchlr--l Me,' 'The Councillor's
wire,' 'The Ony Parisians, 'A First

and 'His Little Dodge'"
Mr. BaTrowfc Is not delicate on the subject

or his age. If, as it la said, a man is
as old as he Icjks, he is about forty; or,
as old as he feels, then twenty; or, as old
as ho aits, then any old age, Tor this
actor plays the seven stages, from juvenile
to senile. Ah a matter of fact and per-

gonal confession, he Is now enjoyiug his
forty-secon- d summer.

And the present summer Is a season of
real, hearty enjoyment to him. He dearly
loves stock woik, and he spenks very
forcibly and very entertainingly when the
ill scussion, of stock companies is broached.
He does not harp on the good old days,
for. though fond of the past, he believes
there is no time like the present, but lie is
attached to a system which he believes is
the best thing in the world for his pro-

fession
"There Is no training in the world for

an actor," said Mr. Barrows, "like the ex-

perience he gains with a stock company.
There lsno form of work for thefcxperienced
actor, who really loves his art and revels
in Itj expression, like the stock company.
It is liaid work at first, this constant
study and rehearsal, because the mental
musr-les-

. to to speak, are not flexible, and
tin rusty memorizing faculties refuse to
vcspon.l readily. But newness sewn wears
off, and then comes the fruition of the
bejt that Is In a man. The constantchange
of chaiucter keeps the facultlen alert, the
mind active; therein no methodlsm-- tf Get
way spontaniety Is continually in evi-

dence, and all the while the demands- - or
varying lolee call on and draw out every
ounce of versatility in the actor's make-
up.

"To my notion the specialized production
Is a bad thing ror both actor and public
For the actor, bcause if he Is new he is
trained and diilled into a mechanical
groove, which lestralns him Instead of de-

veloping him, and if he is a icn.or, .be-

cause the spontaniety which comes of fiist
conception Is driven rrom him iu the
tedium or the long ichcarsals necessary
for the school-of-aftln- g actors, who must
uced be untaught all they have learned
before they can fittingly play the .smallest
pait. The public is naturally the loser in
having to witness a perform-
ance. When an actor gets into one or
these special casts he stays usually ror the
length or itu lire- - Thus under this system
an actor in ten years plays perhaps ten
paits. In scarcely oncortheteishe thrown
upon his own creative resources The
stage managers think for him, and iobs
him of the refining effect of spontaneity

"This happened to me in Shenandoah.
I played the sergeunt, and made a lilt. 1

played it for throe years. There was an
idea current that no one else could play
it Then another idea was creeping in.
The part Is an Irishman, nnd people began
to think I wns merely an Irish comedian.
The result was that when the 'Girl I Left
Behind Me' was produced I was put up
for the Irishman again. If I hadn't played
everything else under the sun befoie that
I might have even thought I couldn't do
anything else, a nd would always after have
sought Iilsh parts. Obseivc a young actor
in that predicament. "Without previous ex-

perience to contradict the claim every
manager to whom he applied would have
slated him aB no good for anything but
Irish parts. The actors whom you see
returning year after year with the same
persoufdity are victims to the bl'ghtof few
parts. Thoy play a part enc or two years
and the personality of the character, In
a way, desseminates itself fn their own
veins. They are always engaged to play
the same line, and eventually they can't
play anything else. This Is because their
personality is overcome Instead of their
mastering their own personality, for it is
one of the fiist principles of character-
ization toeonttolseir.ir necessary obhleiate

s, aud be able tocxprcss the versa-
tility of peifionality. Instead or having to
engage men whose personality fits parts,
the profession should foster a state of
affairs which will breed actors who can
create out. of self the character demanded.
The latter Is an artist, the former an acci-

dent.
"Our own company here is piovlngthls.

Week after week we are learning each
other better, we are coming Into team
work; the constant change Is bringing out
the energy, the capacity and the versa-
tility of the actors. Without desiring
to pay tribute to myself, or so much to my
fellow-player- s, as to the admirable and
befitting system under which we are
working, I may bay that before the season
Is over, you will see better, fiesher, more
oilginal. more spontaneous productions of
new plays as well as old than most of the
specially selected company give you in
the winter. It is merely a matter of sys-
tem. Under stook work a player Is broad-
ened, mellowed, buoyed up. improved, and
playing one part month after month makes
him stale and spiritless, except in the live-
liness of mechanical expression."

The question is often asked whyDickenB'
stories were not more freely used for
dramatic pnrposes. Charles Dickens, as
the whole world knows, has his name im-

mortalized on the tablets of fame and
memorialized in Westminster by his ro-

mances: what he might have done to the
stageisopentocdnjccFure. His wonderfully
acute observation of character and man-
ners, his photographic presentation of
material objects, the graphic and dramatic
style of his stories have all marked him as
a Many-side- d genius, with woadcrf ul grasp f

on human Interestf The question has
frequently been mooted aa to why the
great novelist did not write for the btage,
and many satisfactory reasons have beeu
offered

Au English authority in considering this
question iwys: "Those that pressed most
with him being the risk of failure, which
would have affected his position and waste
of power. Again It would have 'paid' him
to havo written plays. The time and
thought necessary for a drama must have
been abstracted frpm a novel, which would
have produced throe times the return. Wo
recollect his lamenting In one of his
Christmas numbers, 'Mrs. Lirrlper,' he
hud wasted much that would have been
valuable fcr a novel." Thathe mighthave
succeeded in stage writing there is little
doubt, for in the elements of presenting
character, and Uamatlc construction, al-

though tho metliod of the novelist Is
different front that of the dramatist, the
basis is the same in both", but Dickens was
thoroughly vefsedln the art of the stage
and Its demands,, which gives him advan-
tages over some of the modern romantics
that have essayed stage writing.

Iu nu Englisd'eflithiu of diamat'c authors
Dickens finds' a place as author of romlc
opera aud farct1, and collaborator in.elo-dram-

and rrircc. These pieces aie "The
Village Coquifctte" (comic opera), "The
Strange Gentleman (from the "Dingle-bur- y

Duel"), '''No thoroughfare" and "Mr.
Nighliugnle's Dairy." The f rst two weie
wrltteu In 1 835, when he had Just attained
his mnJonty.J-.n- the opera is j.leas.'ng In
sentiment, but fn pails quite Juvenecenl.
JMark Lemon assisted iu the th'rd.and'Tfo
Thornuglifaic" was wiittenin collaboration
with Wllkic Collins.

All of the Dickens stoilcs in a certain
sense lend themselves to the stage, but all
the dramatizations or them have Leen de-

vitalized nud clumped together In broad,
fragmentary and unfurnished style, without
regard for dramatic development or

speaking, merely a
series or character fketches.

Some Inteiesting but fugitive memoirs of
the old stock cofnpany days cluster about
American dramatizations of Dickens. If
the story of the old timer aB to "Olivei
Twist" i.oldsgocd, Charlotte Cushmau was
one of the first to assume the role or
Nancy Slkes, E. L Davcnpoit plaUng the
redoubtable Hill Sykes and J. "W. Wallack.
Jr., as Fugln Mrs. Wallack aftciward
played Nancjtand then Matilda Ileicn re-

created it- - Lucille Western made l.ei cwn
dramatization or the role, the one icrently
titilizcd by Mr Mestayerand Eleta Proctor
Otis, and made a poweiTully realistic

of the daughter of the London
slums.

In 1859 C. W. Couldock appeared In a
dramatization or "Cricket ou the Health,"
and subsequently John E. Owens utilized
the same version Burton was the creator
of Capt. Cuttle. The late J. W. Florence
used his version or "Dombey and Son," also
his dress. There was no part Tor Mrs. Flor-
ence, and this led him to abandon the play.
A score or years ago at LUn Edward-- ' thea-
ter In New Yforfc there was a pretentious at-
tempt at a dramatization or "Pickwick,"
In which Charles Parloe was the Sam Wel-le-

For a long time Mine. Janauschek was
succcssrul In the dual role or Hortense and
Lady Dedlock In "Bleak House." John
Brougham's revision of "Oh! Curiosity
8hop" also served the Lotta
well fcr a dual impersonation or Little Nell
and the Marchioness. "A Tale of Two
Citles"has been variously dramatized. One
of the most successful dramatizations of
"Cricket on the Hearth" was from
the pen of the late Dion Boucicault.

Notwithstanding .many cfrortshave been
iradeto catch the mighty maglcor Dickens
and give i t to the ftage, very rew have been
succcssrul, and all have had a more or less
ephemeral existence. These precedents do
not reveal much promise for the ruturc,
and the genius of Dickens will still perma-
nently preserve Its integrity in the library
rather than iu stage representation.

NEfoLAl "BILLS.

Tomorrow evening at the Lafayette
'The Gondoliere.V Gilbert and Sullivan'
pretty comic ojera, will be presented with
claborute costumes and gorgeous scenery
by the Castle Square Opera Coiiqwny. To I

fully develop, the lyric parts the most
efficient members of the company have
been selected.. The .story is romantically
pretty, and tells pf two gondoliers In

Venice, the brothers Marco and Giuscppl
Palmieri, with whom every maiden is in
love To prevent any both
agreed to be blimlfdlded mid Choose their
brides from among the crowd assembled
in the Piozclta. Fortunately, they find
the very' ones tr-e- "wish, Gianelta and
Tessa. To ttiese they are married. Imme-

diately after the ceremony there arrive
from Spain the Duke and Duchess of Plaza
Toro, their daughter Casllda, and the duke's
attendant, Luiz They have come m earch
of the son of the lately deceased King of
Parataria, stolen iu Infancy from h's foster--

mother by the grand inquisitor, who
did not wish the prince to be mfluenced
by tho example of a father who had joined
the Salvation Army Don Poleru- - the grand
inquisitor, states that the lost prince is
either Marco or Gluseppl. The elder Pal-

mieri was given the child to rear, but
Ijfing a heavy drinker lie was unable upon

.their coming to manhood to distugulsh
one from the other, and died without in-

forming Don Eolero which was the prince
and which was the gondolier. As both
are now married, and as the real prince
was wedded in in Taney to Casllda, daugh-
ter of the duke, the situation Is embarrass-
ing. Which is Cas'lda's husband cannot
be decided, nor Is she anxious to know,
since she secretly loves nnd Is beloved
by Luiz.

The kingship is. however, settled by both
Marco and G iuseppl bcingtaken to Barataria
to occupy thethroae equally, their wlvcsleft
behind.and their marr ajebeingunmuitioned
to the Spaniards. Arrlvlngat Barataria, the
fostermotlier.now married to a respectable
brigand, with threats is asked to tell which
of the two i s prince. She declares that the
title belongs to neither, and reveals" the fact
that when traitors came to steal the royal
child she substituted her own and allowed it
to be carried off to Italy. The real prince
grew up as Luiz and became the duke's at-

tendant. Thus the crowns of Marco and
Giuseppl are taken from them, but they are
compensated by ueing reunited to their
Vcnltian wives, who have come in search
of them. Luiz nscend3 the throne with
Casilda, to whom.-unknow- to any one, he
has all the time been married.

The cast includes:
The Duke of Plaza Toro,

W. 1'ropeitCarlcton
Luiz, his attendant ....Reginald Roberts
Don Alhambra del Bolero

- - Raymond Hitchcock
Marco Palmieri . .?,?.,....,. Joseph Sheehan
Giuscppl Palmier!--

.
', W.G. Stewart

Antonio Arthur Cunningham
Duchess of Plaza Toro

Miss Gertrude Rutlcdge
Casilda, her daughter Miss Alice Judson
Giannetta .u.Mlss Grace Golden
Tessa ......Mlss J3elle Chamberlain

At the performance of Gilbert and Sulli
van's "Gondoliers" at tho Lafayette to-

morrow night the big chorus of the Castle
Square Opera Company will sing Berliner's
new patriotic song, "The Columbian An-
them." This song is the one which was
dedicated o the Daulghters of the Ameri-
can Revolution anditf will be sungtomorrow
evening as an honor to Flag Day. .Each
ladyin the audience .will be presented with
a copy of the words, nnd music

One of the most important and valnable
employe of any big-- theater is the door-
keeper, and a man who can retain euch
a position at one-- bouse for a number of
years has a right to flatter himself that he

lias demonstrated his efficiency. Such ia
the cuse with Mr. Charles A. La Salle,
the n doorkeeper at the Lufayette
Square Opera House. Mr. La Salle has
been with Mr. John W. Albaugh for ten
years. He started with him at the time
of the last appearance of Mary Anderson
on the stage at Mr. Albaugh's former
theater in this city. It will be remembered
that Mary Anderson was taken sick there
at the time. Mr. La Salle is one of the
most polite and obliging doorkeepers, and
at the same time is an excellent Judge of
human nature, a faculty that is indispen-
sable to a successful doorkeeper. He is
to be congratulated on his long service
with Mr. Albaugh and the many friends he
has wonts

Arthur Cunningham, of the CastleSquaro
Opera Company, is a great "kidder," to
use a slangy expression. It must be said
to his credit, however, that he does not do
his "kidding" on the stage during a per-

formance, but indulges himself freely at the
expense of his colleagues at other times.
For instance, during the past week Mr. Cun-

ningham, who will play the partor Antonio,
in "Tho Gondoliers," at the Larayette this
week, has been taking a much-neede- d rest.
Consequently he has found plenty of time
to enjoy himself and amuse others by
"guying." His jokes never ofrend any one,
for he la one of the most magnetic and
popular members of the Castle Square Com-

pany with his colleagues as well as his
audiences. Nearly every evening during the
past week after the performance at the
Lafayette of "The Little Tycoon," Mr.
Cunningham, surrounded by two or three
friends, would lie In wait outside the stage
door for the members of the company as
they came one by one, aud "guy" them
about their work. The repartee that would
pas. between them always created a great
deal of amusement for the young fellows
who were waiting to see the pretty girls
come out.

Miss Gertrude Quinlan, of the Castle
Square Opera Company, has had an inter-
esting career, and there is a very pretty
story con neetetl with her appearance on
the stage. Her father was a n

business man in Boston. He was taken
ill and became an invalid, and in order
to enlarge the Income of her family she
volunteered to become a clerk in an ofrice
in Boston. In nuuition to this she secured
a position in the chorus of the Castle Square
Company, which was organized 'in Bo3ton
alwut two years ago. It was due to her
pluck and hard work that her rather re-

ceived the treatment necessary for his
restoration to health, and In the meantime
Miss Q'linlan's talents had attracted the at-
tention of the management of the Cattle
Square Company. She had a good voice,
was exceedingly pretty, aud, what was
better still, she was clever. First a small
part was given her tosing. Shemadesuch
a hit that It was not long before more Im-

portant roles were given her, and now, in
two years from her first appearance in op-

era, Miss Quinlan has risen to be one of the
principals of the Castle Square organiza-
tion. Before she went on thestage she was
a member of a leading church choir In Tos-to-

and whenever ehe visits there Is In-

variably called upon to slug at the Sunday
service of one of the churches.

"A Man with a Past," the latest com-
edy of the Paultons, which was produced
by the Hollands last season, but has never
been seen here, will be the bill forthe fifth
Week of the Columbia Stock season. It
scored especial hucccks in Boston and S'ew
York, and, Judging from its story, Phould
be very amusing. The pilncipal actors are
brothers, Horace and Jo.iiah Hooper, who
are opposite; In almost everything ex-
cepting name. Horace, for instance, has
lived the life of a blameless bachelor lor
many years, owing to his fear of a mythi-
cal mother-in-la- Josiuh, on the other
hand. Is a i.rt ot the iiel'c.st deser

and his career in India is, unknown
to his family in England, of the most lurid
order. Finally Horace liuds a muthciless
girl and marries her. and is greatly

when she insists that he muse have
had a past.

He assures her that it was of the most
innocent possible variety, but she believes
he is deceiving her; soj;o pleas? thel.idy he
borrows some of his brother's superabund-
ant "wild oat3," which are just coming to
a head m India and being hipped alter
him to England. They come in install-
ments, all of which tlie innocent Horace
is obliged to shoulder, until, as a Uimax,
there comes a little half-cast- e child to
claim him as father. This is the laststraw -

for both Horace and his wife, who is now
willing to let the past rest; so fhe gay
Josiah is forced to make personal amends
for his misdoings. This Is only a bare
sketch or the principal thread of the play,
which is especially interesting for the
number ot new and amu'-in- character
sketches that figure In the story. These
have all been well assigueil, as will be
seen rrom the follovhig cast:

A. S. Lipman will be seen as the model
husband, Horace Hcoper, with Mi.--s Kalh-erln- e

Grey as his suspicious ycung wife,
while, of course, James O. Barrows will
play that gay old boy, Joslah Hooper, and
Kate Dciuu Wilson his termagant spouse.
Billy Boag has tlie part of Freany, conf-
idential agent of the Hoopers, while AKred
Hickman will appear as Raynor, a friend
or the family. He and W. W. Jefrerson.as
a young subaltern or the Seventh Hussars,
are especially interested in the two pretty
nieces or the Hoopers, in. personated by
Mlsses Scott and Berg, while Miss Eve-
lynne will play a Hindoo ayah. Georriey
Stein will have opportunity for make-u- p

and good work, as Seuor Guzman, an ex-

plosive Portuguese gentleman, while Frank
Beamish will impersonate a sedate and
stately Fast Indian. The pjay will also
serve to introduce a new member of the
stock company in the person of Miss Jeaa-ctt- e

Ferrell. who Va been especially en-

gaged for the partor Mrs. Major Buff, the
hale and hearty army widow from India.
A little child also rigures prominently
in one of the climaxes of the play.

The Columbia Company has in prepara-
tion E. E. Kluder's pGpulai play, "Peace-
ful Valley," which will give Wjlliam loag
a great opportunity in the role or Hosea
Howe, formerly played by Sol Smith
Russell. Mr. Fred Berger, manager for Mr.
Russell, will assist in stagiug the play,-an-

will kindly loan all the scenery and
properties Tor it.

James O. Barrows, comed ian orthe Colum-
bia Stock Company, has a big bonnet bill
to pay. This may sound a 'ittle strange, as
Mr i,irr'r-si- s a t.auietc.r and. iu sp.u- - of
the gay Lothario roles he lias been playing
during the summer season with the excep-
tion of the part of dear old Dr. "Wood,

"God bless his soul" he is a ery discreet
and circumspect bachelor. Moreover, he
has not been making any rash bets on the
successor the Washington Baseball Club or
any othur game of chance. Still it happens
that Hr. Barrows has a pretty bonnet bill
to pay for Miss Katherlne Grey, leading
lady of the company, and it is all the fault
of "His Little Dodge." People who saw
the play remember that in the second act
Mr. Lipman. as the husband, hypnotizes
irate w!ff (Miss Grey) just as siie :s about
tn leave him and co home to her father.
Then he proposes to wake her up, and, by
luc uu ui jui. nuiiuii.i aa null, iuuuuuvuiu
Hobb.whom he engages in a make-believ- e

game of poker, to delude her info the belief
thatshe has been merely dreaming.

But Miss Grey has her hat and cape on.
and the problem is to hide them, lest
they Khould recall her "dream" too vividly.
Lipman undertakes to dispose of the capo
and throws the hat to Mr. Barrows, who
thrusts it into a coal scuttle and mashes
it down with a poker. This always proves
a laughter-provokin- g bit of business; but
it is also expensive, since he lias been ruin
ing one hat at every performance thereby, j

Finally, lit despair Mlsa Grey took to wear-
ing all her old hats; but still the destruc-
tion went on, and she was obliged to have
some hats made especially for thla scene,
and she Eent the bill to Barrows. That's
the reason he has not bought that new
bicycle he was talking about, and also pos-

sibly the reason why he is more of a
confirmed bachelor thau ever.

The Columbia Stock Company contains
Its full quota of practical jokers, and
Geoffrey Stein is the latest victim. More-
over, he does not know that he has been
victimized, and will not detect the deceit
until he leads this. Dp to date he lias been
looking for ananonyinousadmirer, who sent
him a beautiful bunch of roevbuos one night
last week with the inscription: "From one
of your d admirers." Now, Geor-Tre- y

does not pose as a matinee actor; he
docs not cultivate a Kyrie. Bellew bang or a
James K. Hackett strut, and is rather rond.
or hiding his natural features under some
grotesque make-u- that completely dis-
guises him which no professional lady-kill-

would ever do. Nevertheless, this
tribute from a stony-hearte- d "Old Maid"
rather touched his pride. What player
would not feel proud ot winning the ad-
miration of some confirmed spinster who
ordinarily despised his sex? Moreover, as
the mewagc delicately hinted, there were
more than one ot fuch admirers.

A new field opened up before Mr. Stein.
Heretorore the handsome actors have
numbered as their 'mashes" giddy,
giggling school girls and rickle-minde- d

ladles whose fancies changed with the
hours. But U, win such spontaneous trll-ut-

of admiration from stent aud Intellec-
tual old maids was, so Mr. Ptcln naturally
felt, a high tribute to tils art. But it
happens that Geoffrey has a bad brother
in the Some flowers which had
been used in the play were being removed
because they were rather faded, and this
bad brother took them in hand. By care-
fully picking off the faded outer petals, he
transformed these "last rases of summer"
Into f re.-h- delicate buds. Then, by spray-
ing the leaves in the fountain iu the
Columbia lobby, he made quite a credit-
able bouquet. Then, aided and abetted
by the equally mischievous doorkeeper, Mr.
Betts, they foisted this rejuvenated bouquet
on the too confiding Geofrrey. Now, they
would better dodge.

Messrs. Kernan & Rite, managera of
the G ratal, encouraged with their new
venture in presenting their patrons with
higb-clas- d vaudeville, have engaged the
following n artists, who will
appear in their new sketches and acts,
specially adapted for the most fastidious:
Mr. Eugene O'Rourke and Miss Ada Dare,
who have just closed a successful season
wlUt Hoyfa "A Trip to Chinatown," will
present for the first time in this city
their laughable sketch, entitled, "After the
French Ball," specially written for them
by ilr. MrKee Rankin, who, aa a play-
wright, has written some of the best
comedfcsnnthe boards. Mr.Mark Murphy,
who was the principal attraction with
"Ourlrlsh Visitors"and "O'Dowd's Neig-
hbors" will appear in his monologue and
witticisms.

Raymoit Moore, America's popular bal-lad-

and composer, recently the star in
"Tuxedo," will render popular songs He
will be remembered as having composed
the word? andinusicof somepopularsongs.
among which may be mentioned "Sweet
Marle,"etc Miss Pearl Andrews, thequeen
of mimicry, who has never appeared In this
section before, will preseut an entirely

new act. In which she ha? no rival Cheva-
lier complimented her in person during his
recent visit to this country and pronounced
her a hnman phonograph Mile. Oceana,
the European sensation, will make her
last appearance in this city prior to her
return home She has just finished a suc-
cessful engagement at Hnmmcrstein's
Olympia in New York, and will present
her latest acrobatic feats, never before at-
tempted by one of her sex.

O. K Sato, the funny Juggler, is alo
new to Washington, and his act Is pro-
nounced marvelous. Miss IsateBa Hurd Is
a new acquisition to vaudeville, and will
present her latest act Mr. Al. Steam has
been as his imltat'ons of popu-
lar, actors rf the day made such a big hit
during the first week of vaudeville, the
whole making one of the best bills yet pre-
sented. 'Fritz" Enimett and his company
and all new faces and acts next week.

Literature Below Stairs.
At an uptown house they have a domestic

who. In spite of all her faults. Is considered
quite a treasure- - Her wotst fail ng 's the
number of visitors she has. Not an even-lu- g

passes but her kitchen shelters several
friends. Some of these friends smoke very-ba- d

cigars, and this wori!ex the mistress a
good deal. However.she finds some recom-
pense in the immaculate condition In which
the girl keeps her kitchen. Everything
shines, aud the mistress concludes that the
domestic is trying to make a pleasing im-

pression regarding her personal neatness ou
her visitors

Recently she has shown a remarkable
greed for newspapers. Every newspaper
that comes into the house almost Immedi-
ately disappears. The master of the estab-
lishment finds that he cannot lay a paper
down with any certainty of picking it up
again.

One day themlstresssaid to the girl:
"How do you rind time to read so many

papers, Janet?"
The maid looked up in sorprise.
"Sure, ma'am," she answered, "I don't

read 'em.
Then the mistress looked surprised.
"Then what do you do with tbcm?"
"Sure, ma'am," came the reply, "I tear

them up."
"Tear them up?"
"Yes. ma'am; I tear them up."
"What for?"
"Sure, ma'am, I'm takln'mc odd times to

uphoylstc-- sixcushlons ferme fr'en'a to rest
easy on when they drop into see me or an
eveniu', an I'm upholysterln"em with torn
up newspapers."

And the mistress hadn't a wordtosay.
Cleveland Plafn Dealer.

A Story With n Moral.
A freed negro at tlit close of the war get

legal possession or a small tract or laud,
built a house., split rails and enclosed a
small field. A white man came and took
forcible possession, turning the ngro out
of his home When he was leavings with
his familj he turned to the white-ma- and
said: Look yer, white man, I git dat
land back, Shu', de angel Gabril come. Mo."
hese trumpet, and I gits dat laud back "
A lawyer, who tiad sten the
wickedness of the transaction, went to a
court and procured a wilt of restitution.
When tlie regr htard the good news,

to the white man and said: "Look
yer. I don told yer dat I 'specttd de angel
Gabrtl come, and, bress do Lord, he come
sooner dan I 'spected him."

There is an irrepusMble conflict in the
party that placed this Administration in
power, threatening revolution inside Its
.ranks, but coming much sooner than was
expected. Omahd World-IItral-

A Left-Hande- d Compliment.
"Do you think your sister likes me.

Tommy?"
"Yes She stood up for you at dinner."
"Stood up for me! Was anybody saying

anything against me?"
"No, nothing much. Father said he

thought you were rather a donkey; but
sis got up and said you weren't, and told
father he ought to know bettor than judge
a man by his looks." Household Words.

If So, Twice at illicit.
Prospective Boarder What will you

charge me for table board?
Mrs. Hashleigh Um cr do you ride a

wheel? N. Y. Journal.
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BRAINS AND BRAWN.

The annual election of officers for Co-

lumbia Typographical Union, No. 101,
ia near at hand; the date has not yet been
fixed nor any nominationH made, stdl
the friends of many prospective candidates
are already grooming their favorites for
the race.

The coming elections will, In many re-
spects, dtrfer greatly rrom any which have
preceeded it, and to u great extent the
campaign of the candidates will be along
different lines from those of other aspirants
for honor In the union. It means more
than the mere selection of a preflding offi-
cer or a director of finances for the or-
ganization, for it Is rLmoted that the po-

sition of the candidate, with regard to
the civil service law, wiU have a great deal
to do with the success or defeat of tho
several aspirants for ofilce.

Columbia Union has taken a very de-

cided stand in favor of the civil service
rules, and even went so far arter the last
Internatinal Typographical Union conven-
tion, held at Colorado Spring?, as to re-
pudiate the action of its delegates who
votedagainstthecontinuance of ttmsystem.
Four delegates were sent to tlie Interna-
tional convention from Washington. They
went uninstructed and three ot them
voted with the majority, which wasagainst
the system the fourth delegate had tha
distinction of being the only one present
which voted to sustain the civil service law
under the present system of operation.
Even after the return home of the delegates
Columbia ordered a primary to test tha
sentiment of the members in reference ta
the civil service law. The primary re-

sulted as was expected overwhelmingly
in favor of the civil service as at present
operated at theGovernmcntPrlntlng Ofrice.

Under these circumstances, it Is only
natural to suppose that the candidates for
office, especially the presidency, will oe
calledon to declare themselves on the ques-
tion of civil service. Aside from this

question, Just at this time, an-
other factor, which heretorore has played
a prominent part in all elections In the
union, is whether the candidateis a "down-
town" mau or au employe of the Govern-
ment Printing orflce. This at first glance
would appear to be a matter of little of
no importance, but its influence in an elec-
tion can be appreciated when it is stated
that only once in the last twenty or twenty--

five year- - was a "down-town- " candidate
elected. This was about five years
ago, when "Kid" W. E- - Shields was chosen
president of the union.

It was not long after his election that
Mr. Shields secured a position in the Gov-
ernment Printing Office.

Up to the present time six candidates
havo been mentioned for the presidency;
but whether all of these will make tho
race is not known, nor will it be defi-
nitely decided who will go the course to
the finish until the next regular meetingof
Columbia Union At that time, according
to the law of that body, all who intend
liecomlng candidates must make the fact
known, otherwise they will not le given
a place on the regular ticket. The nomina-
tions for president and other officers of
the union will be made on Sunday, the
20th of June, and the election will be
be held during the week following tho
regular meeting in July.

Of the candidates announced. Mr. John
D. Kehoe. the present Incumbent. Mr. J.
Monroe Kreiter, the vice president, and
former secretary Charles M Robinson are
in the lead in popular opinfon; but there is
no telling what effect the candidacy of the
other aspirants may have on the suc-c-es

of cither of the candidates mentioned
above.

Robinson is at present
the foreman of a division at the Government

I'rinbng Office, and President Ke-ho- el

sat the head orthe printlngdepartment
at the Treasury. These two gentlemen are
very popular with all the members of the
union, as was attested by their elections
as president and secretary, respectively
Mr. Kreiter, however, is foreman of Tho
Evening Times, and is known as a "down-
town' candidate. Under ordinary circum-
stances, it Is only natural to suppose that
the great majority of the "down-town- "

vote will go to the last named, while the
strength of the Government Printing Offico
employes will be divided between tha
other candidates. It has been shown on
similar occasions, however, that this rule
is not strictly adhered to, and that the
Individual voter Is governed more by
the fitness of the candidate than by the
circumstances that he conies either from
the Government Printing Office or "down-
town."

The others who are slated to make the
race are employes of the Government Print-
ing Office and are said to be very popular
with the members ot the union. With six
candidatesin the field the preliminary can-
vass will no doubt be very interesting, arid
will probably result in some very curious
combinations by the aspirants for the

How thecandidacy.
or the three "dark horses" will afreet tha
chances of th candidates already announc-
ed is not known, ror np to the present time
no one has ventured to predict the result.

In all pr,.hability,however, when the time
comes It will be fouud that only the three
gentlemen named will stand tor election.

The can di dates are all well known and Tor
good reasons, personally popular wtlh the
members of Columbia Union Mr. Kehoe
has made an excellent record as president
or the union during the last year. Under

have been handled mot Judiciously,
with the result that the debts of the union
have been greatly reduced during his term
of office.

Vice President Kreiter is also very popu-

lar among the rank and file of the union,
and would no doubt make an efficient and
acceptable presiding officer. He, like the
other candidates, lias aiwnvs been an earn-
est worker in all matters looking to tho
advancement- of the interests of the mem-

bers of his craft, and his candidacy willno
doubt receive serio'is consideration by
the members of the union.

Mr. Rob'nson during his term as secre-
tary made many friends by his courteous
treatment in all business transactions, and
also showed marked executive ability ir
managing the affairs of the union.

A Result ot Keonouty.
An old country gentleman, to

Lancashire, returning home rather late,
discovered a y :.el with a lantern under
It .. kitchen wl.t 't. who. when askedhls
tiu&ncss there, staled tl"at he had only
come "Come cried
tSie.ratfgentlenian. I'se
courting Mary " "It's a lie!" exclaimed
the old gentleman "What do you want a
lantern fen-- I never used one wfcen I
wa a young man." "No. sir," was tho
yokel's reply. "I don't Ihink you did,
judging by the missis." --London Tit-Bit-s.

They Should He Satisfied.
"Do you have mica in your house.

Parker?" asked Wicks.
"Yes, lots of 'em," said Tarkcr.
"What or. earth do you do for them? I'm

bothered to death by them at my house."
"What do I uo for "em?" said Parker.

"Vh3--, I do everything for them provide
'cm with a tome, plenty to eat. and k
forth. What .more can they expect?"
Harper's Bazar.

Sunday s in a Hnrrooiu.
For over ten years the male worfhlpcra

at Rev. Dr. Gallaudet's church for tha
deaf nnd dumb have had the privilege
of meeting In a corner of the barroom ia
the Fifth Avenue Hotel In the nrtcrncon.
Thebarisclosednnd thedeafmtitensUeutly
converse for threo or four hours. One
of the proprietors, C. N. Vilas, said thoy
had made no noise Tor a decade and they
gave no trouble. New York Advertiser,
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